
No Waiting on Holiday Reads 

Dunklin County Library 
December 2025 

Locations 

 Campbell, 404 W. Grand               

573-246-2112 

 Cardwell, 113 N. Main                  

573-654-3366 

 Clarkton, 205 W Hwy 162                         

573-448-3803 

 Holcomb, 105 W Main St                   

573-792-3268 

 Hornersville, 502 School                 

573-737-2728 

 Kennett, 209 N. Main                      

573-888-3561 

 Malden, 1203 Stokelan                 

573-276-3674 

 Senath, 108 N. Main                      

573-738-2363 

December Events 

Thursday, December 4 & 18 at 

5 pm—Game Night in Kennett 

Tuesday, December 9 at 4 pm 

—Just a Small Town Christmas 

in Kennett 

Thursday, December 11 at 4 

pm—Bootheel Writers in   

Kennett 

Monday, December 15—Staff 

Christmas Party 11 am to 2 pm 

December 24 & 25—All      

libraries closed for holiday! 

No Ennis Book Discussion in 

December 

JoNell Minton, Director 

Games People Play at the Library 

Game Night at the Dunklin County Library is 

quickly becoming a favorite gathering spot 

for adults who enjoy a little friendly        

competition and a lot of fun. Each month, 

community members come together to play 

classic card games, board games, checkers, 

and dominoes in a relaxed and welcoming     

environment. Whether you’re a seasoned 

strategist or just learning the ropes, there’s  

a place at the table for you. 

Laughter fills the room as players swap   

stories, share tips, and celebrate both      

victories and near misses. Light snacks are 

provided, making it easy to settle in, mingle, 

and enjoy the company of neighbors and new 

friends. The atmosphere is casual, inviting, 

and built around the simple joy of playing 

together. 

Everyone is welcome to join, and no           

experience is needed—just bring your        

curiosity and a willingness to have a good 

time. Game Night proves that community 

connection can be as easy as dealing a hand 

or rolling the dice. 

The Dunklin County Library has a gift for  

Libby users the month of December. On the 

Libby app, "no waiting" means the item is 

available for immediate checkout, without   

a hold list, so you can borrow it right away. 

Instant access has been selected for books 

to interest Libby users of all ag-

es. 

The Christmas Tree Farm by  

Laurie Gilmore: Kira just bought 

a Christmas tree farm yet she 

does not like all this holiday  

spirit.  Bennet is on vacation trying 

to get away from all the things 

that drive him crazy. Will twinkling 

lights and hot chocolate lead to 

romance? 

Santa Cruise by Fern Michaels: Four lifelong 

friends still looking for love 15 years after 

high school. Will a cruise and a plan set each 

one up for romance? 

A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill 

Bryson: a profoundly enlightening,            

surprisingly humorous, and charmingly   

clever adventure into the realm of human 

knowledge!  

Snow in Love by Aimee Friedman, Melissa de 

la Cruz et al: An adorable, wintry collection of 

four short stories about the romance of the 

holiday season for grades 9+ 

Let It Snow by John Green, Lauren Myracle,   

et al: Three hilarious and charming             

interconnected tales of love,        

romance,  and kisses that will steal 

your breath away  for grades 7+ 

The Boy Who Slept Through      

Christmas by Matt Lucas: Leo wakes 

up on what should be Christmas but then 

remembers his wish. He tries to un-do his 

wish in this hilarious, festive adventure.    

Ages 6-12 

A Christmas Carol—A Graphic Novel by 

Charles Dickens, Benjamin Harper, Dono 

Almara: The traditional Ebenezer Scrooge tale 

but in graphic form to visually appeal to   

readers in grades 5+ 

 



Celebrate the New Year!  

December is…. 

During the twelfth and final 

month of the year, December  

inspires a flurry of activity both in 

the business world and our     

personal lives. Sales, shopping, 

family gatherings, school        

holidays, baking, and seasonal 

changes remind us of the the past 

while we look to our futures.  

December is also busy with fun. 

Answer the Telephone Like Buddy 

the Elf Day on December 18th 

encourages everyone to add some 

elf behavior to their day.  Simply 

answer the phone and say "(Insert 

your Name) the Elf, what's your 

favorite color."  Practice your elf-

voice!  

In 2011, ugly Christmas sweater 

lovers created National Ugly 

Christmas Sweater Day as a way 

to lighten up the busy holidays 

and to show off their absurdly, 

ugly sweaters.  December 19, 

2025, is the target date for all the 

gaudiness to be brought out! 

Some        

supporters 

even wear 

ugly sweaters 

all December 

long! 

 

 

Joyful Anticipation….from the Director 

The Dunklin County Library is closing out a wonderful year, and I’m excited 

for all the possibilities the New Year holds for our communities. I invite       

everyone to stop by and discover what your local library can offer. With eight 

convenient locations, we’re here to serve and support you, our patrons. 

Our shelves are full of stories waiting to be explored, and I encourage you      

to dive into them—reading is a remarkable journey that can enrich every  

part of your life. 

We’re also carrying many engaging programs into 2025. Story Time offers 

young children a monthly time of stories, conversations, crafts, games, and 

plenty of giggles. The Ennis Book Discussion brings adults together each 

month in Kennett for lively, thoughtful conversations around a shared book. 

Bootheel Writers provides a creative space for adults who enjoy writing, and if 

you’re a fan of card games, checkers, dominoes, or board games, you’ll find 

Game Night a perfect opportunity for fun and connection. 

The Dunklin County Library is a place of discovery—a resource for learning, 

growth, and success in both personal and professional pursuits. We warmly 

welcome you to visit and explore all that we have to offer. 

The Dunklin County Hall of Honor inducted four outstanding individuals this 

fall, James Randall Baker from Campbell now Poplar Bluff, Steve Bost from  

Kennett now Poplar Bluff, Bob Holder from Kennett, and Steve Wallace from 

Malden.  The Hall of Honor is full of amazing  people who left a significant 

mark on Dunklin County.  

My wish for all of you as this year closes is that the holiday season will bring 

you joy and happiness, and the new year brings bright hope! 

Merry Christmas!  

JoNell Minton 

Director of the Dunklin County Library 

Visit us on the web: 

dunklin-co.lib.mo.us 

In the United States, we all know the traditions: the ball 

drop at Times Square, sharing a kiss with a loved one at the 

stroke of midnight, and countless fireworks. 

In Spain and Portugal, people eat 12 grapes or raisins for 

good luck. The French usher in the best New Year with a 

stack of pancakes. Germans prefer marzipan shaped into a 

pig for luck.  

In the Filipino community, wearing round    

polka dots  promotes prosperity and eating 

round fruits is considered fortuitous as well.  

To help ring in a year filled with travel and new              

experiences, Mexicans carry an empty suitcase around the 

block.  

In Cuba, people symbolically gather all of the bad spirits 

and negative energy  into a bucket of dirty water and 

throw it out the front door. Italians and Spaniards both 

wear red underwear for luck .  

Making the most fun from a holiday and creating           

traditions and memories are most important!  


